
Welcome to 10th Grade 
Class of 2024 

 

Welcome back for what we hope will be a rewarding and successful year. While returning to 

school from summer break can be difficult, it should be easier this year because you are 

returning to a familiar environment. Having completed 9th grade, you should be aware of school 

policies that relate to academic, attendance, and disciplinary issues so it is our hope that you will 

transition smoothly back into the pace of the school year.  

 
 

                                                                  September 2020 

As the year gets underway, keep in mind the importance of: 

 Getting off to a strong start, academically 

 Evaluating your time management and study skills 

 Reconnecting with extracurricular activities and investigating new opportunities  

 Carefully balancing your time between school and personal interests  

As the year progresses, it is important to: 

 Develop a positive relationship with each of your teachers and reach out to them if you 

experience difficulty or have questions related to coursework. 

 Keep your notebooks and folders organized so that you will have the material you need to 

prepare for mid-term and final exams. 

 Make use of available academic support services if needed. 

 Carefully review your Progress Reports and quarterly report cards.  

October 2020 

 

In early September you will receive a letter inviting you to take the PSAT, which will be 

administered at MHS on Saturday, October 17th. At that time, it will be important for you to 

discuss this with your parents and, if you would like, your counselor. 

 

 

 

   

 



 

November 2020 

 

In November, the counselors will conduct a two-day Career Awareness Program that is designed 

to encourage students to begin thinking about their interests and how those interests might 

eventually link to possible college majors and career choices.  

 

During the first day you will be introduced to John Holland and his "Holland Types", which are 

six basic personality types. You will also be introduced to Holland's theory, which links 

personality types with certain types of work or careers. By the end of the first session you will 

also, using Naviance, complete a Career Interest Inventory. 

 

On the second day, you will choose a career that results from your own Career Interest Inventory 

and investigate several related features, such as; what are the primary functions of the career, 

which skills are considered essential, the training required, and more. By the end of this session 

you will have a good understanding of one career and you will also have continued access to this 

program should you choose to conduct an additional inventory. 

 

                                                       November 2020 - May 2021 

 

During this time you will be scheduled to meet with your counselor to review your overall 

progress. Your counselor will discuss your Career Interest Inventory results and begin a 

discussion of possible paths you might follow upon graduation. This can include choice of 

college major, the type of school you might like to attend, and possible future careers. You will 

also be encouraged to ask any questions you might have.  

 

                                                                 December 2020 

 

PSAT Scores returned. Be sure to: 

 Carefully review the results when they are returned to you in December so that you 

understand their meaning. One of the most important reasons to take the exam at this time 

is to give you an opportunity to identify your academic strengths and weaknesses so 

please do not simply look at the score. If necessary, schedule an appointment with your 

counselor for additional interpretation of the results. 

 Because you took the PSAT, you will very likely receive mail from colleges and 

universities. While the schools do not receive your actual scores, they are provided with 

the names of students whose scores fall within a certain range. They are also provided 

with lists of students who indicate certain career interests on the questionnaire you 

complete before taking the exam. 

 

 



 Begin keeping folders on these colleges and do not dismiss the information you receive 

simply because you aren't familiar with the name of the school. Keep in mind that you are 

in the very early stages of college exploration and you should learn as much as possible 

about as many schools as possible. 

January 2021 

At the mid-point of the year, it is advisable to: 

 Begin thinking about elective courses you might like to take in 11th grade.  

 Consider registering for the June 2021 SAT Subject Tests if you are enrolled in Common 

Core Algebra 2 or Pre-Calculus, Living Environment or Chemistry, AP World History, or 

any other course that would prepare you for these exams. While students enrolled in any 

course can take an SAT Subject Test, certain courses will prepare you more effectively 

for the rigor of the exams. If you are enrolled in the courses mentioned above, also keep 

in mind that you are not required to take each of the exams. In fact, students are strongly 

advised to take the exams in subjects in which they feel most confident. 

 Investigate opportunities for summer programs. Colleges and universities offer a wide 

variety of offerings that are related to academic, athletic, volunteer, or "just plain fun" 

activities, and many of them require that you have completed 10th grade. This web site 

has a page that will list the programs that send us information and we also have a 

Summer Opportunities book that lists hundreds of programs. 

 Investigate opportunities for part time summer employment. Part-time summer jobs are a 

valuable way for students to gain experience in the workplace, where you will be 

expected to demonstrate that you are a responsible individual who is a trustworthy 

employee. While the types of jobs a 10th grader might be eligible for can be limited, any 

experience is valuable and you'll enjoy the feeling of earning your own money. 

 Consider ways that you might create your own summer job. Be creative. 

 Consider creating your own community service program. Think of how your interests and 

talents might be put to good use. Talk to friends with similar interests to see if you might 

involve others. 

  February 2021  

10th Grade Parent Night February 10, 2021 

 

As we move towards the start of the 4th Quarter, you should: 

 Continue preparation for year-end finals/Regents/AP exams by organizing the material 

you gathered throughout the year. Work out a study schedule.  

 Follow up with any plans you are making for the summer 

 

 



Before you go: 

 Be sure you know what summer reading assignments you will be responsible for 

completing by the start of school. 

During the summer between 10th and 11th grade, be sure to: 

 Complete your reading assignments.  

 Visit colleges during the summer if the opportunity arises. While you may have little or 

no idea about where you might want to attend college, it's not a bad idea to step foot on a 

few college campuses so you can begin to get an idea of the different campus 

environments. If you have older brothers or sisters who are visiting colleges, be sure to 

tag along.  

 Take time to gather and organize your documents (i.e. report cards, award certificates, 

volunteer activities, etc.) that you received during the year.  

We hope you have a great year,  

The Counseling Staff  

 

 


